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36th Space Congress: Countdown to the Millennium 
Proposal for Technical Paper 
Technical Paper Session Topic: Education: The Ne:-..i 100 Years - New approaches and 
techniques to educate the space workforce beyond 2000 
Title: KSC Space Flight Operations Curriculum 
Presenter: Lance Erickson, Ph.D., Professor, Embry Riddle University 
Space Shuttle Processing at KSC 
Background 
An Internet-based Space Shuttle processing information course was funded through Florida Space 
Grant Consortium and the Kennedy Space Center for: 
Providing KSC student co-ops & interns with background in Shuttle processing 
Exposure of Shuttle processing to KSC personnel not working in the area 
Exposure of KSC operations to the outside world 
Available for universities/colleges to adopt in their curriculum 
The information course was developed from 1 January through 30June,1998 to provide an 
overview of the Space Shuttle processing & integration at KSC. Development of the material was 
completed by the project director (Pl), Dr. Lance Erickson using Embry Riddle University facilities 
and student assistants. 
To provide timely and valid material, each of the chapters and sections were reviewed by NASA 
Engineering offices (generally Division or Branch managers or their delegates). while the 
processing overview revie\ved by Shuttle flow managers. 
Course structure 
The course was constructed for Internet access within seven chapters, with one chapter providing 
review question material for self assessment. The basic content breakdO\m for the material was as 
follows: · 
Introduction and Welcome 
Course Preview 
Shuttle Background 
Shuttle Systems 
Shuttle Processing Overview 
Shuttle Processing - Systems & Operations 
Shuttle Integration 
Support Services 
Launch Operations 
Navigation 
Because the material was lengthy, and often interrelated, is was necessary to develop a 
sophisticated navigation system to provide logical access for the entire course. The navigation 
elements provided access chapter-by-chapter, section-by-section, and page-by-page. In addition, 
there were numerous links throughout the material to external information sources. 
Sources for the course content included the Space Shuttle Reference Manual (for systems & 
background information), interviews & NASA related Web material (for processing, integration 
and support services}, as well as information from KSC processing research teams. 
Network host 
Because the course material was chosen to reside at the Kennedy Space Center after development, 
and because the material was to be accessible to outside world, several restrictions were required 
for the network host computer. Those restrictions centered primarily on the ac<cess security. 
Although the Internet traffic and total file size was· a consideration in the server selection, the 
ultimate decision on the resident host was based on the question of access security . 
Course Completion 
The completed course was turned over to KSC on June 30, 1998, and was to then be linked to 
KSC Education pages for distribution to KSC personnel and outside access. The course 
availability will be August, 1998, with the date established as the account security details are 
finalized. 
In order to estimate the breadth of interest in the course. an access counter is to be inserted in the 
introductory pages. Similarly, an estimate of the depth of interest in the course will be provided by 
a similar counter \\ithin the last chapter. Future course development requests will be. in part. based 
on these measurements. 
Course usage 
To encourage educational projects and information exchange at the Kennedy Space Center. the 
course is being offered for use at other sites and within other universities. The course will also be 
offered as the primary instruction material for an undergraduate course at Embry Riddle University 
next year. 
Course Lifetime 
The course lifetime is expected to be 3 years; the period before significant 
updating/rewriting will be required. 
' 
Rationale 
•Provide KSC student co-<>ps & interns 
with background in Shuttle 
processing 
•Exposure of Shuttle processing to 
KSC personnel not working in the 
area 
•Exposure of KSC operations to the 
outside 'NOrld 
•Available for universities/colleges to 
adopt in their curriculum 
Course Structure 
• Introduction and Welcome 
•Course Preview 
• Shuttle Background 
• Shuttle Systems 
•Shuttle Processing Overview 
•Shuttle Processing - Systems & Operations 
• Shuttle Integration 
•Support Services 
• Launch Operations 
• KSC Process.ing Research 
Background 
•Shuttle Processing !n(orrnation Course 
•Funded through Florrda Space Grant 
Consortiu1n 
•Scheduled for development l January 
through 30June.1998 
• P(ovide overview of Shuttle processing 
& integration 
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Course Foundation 
• Shuttle Reference Manual 
- Systems & background 
• Interviews & Web Material 
- Processing 
- Integration 
- Support services 
- KSC processing research 
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